
Manrlatory Ternplate 1: Child Safeguarding Statemert and Risk Assessment Template (Landscape Yersion)

Child Safeguarding StBtemeBt

Cnoc l\ilhuire secondaiy school is a post-primary school providiry post-primaf,y eduo&tiotr to studelts ftoE First Year to L€evitrg Celtific8te Yeer.

In accotla&e witt the r€quircments of the Children First Act 2015. Children Fiflt Narional cuidance for rhe prorection and W€lfare of Childrerr 2017, $9
Acldelldrur to Children Eirst[_]z!19), the Schools and I usla Glidance on the p{eparation of
child Statements. the Board of Management of Cnoc Mhuire secondary school has agreed the Child Safeguarding Statement set out in this document.

1 The Board of Malagement has adopted and will implement firlly and without modification the Depaftrrlerlt's Child Protection Procedures for Pinary and post
Primary Schools (revised (202i) as pafi ofthis over.ll Child Safeguarding Statsment

2 The Designated Liaison Person (DLP) is Pauline McBrien

3 The Deputy Designated Liaison Person (Deputy DLP) is Sandra Durkan

4 The Relevant Person is Pauline McBrien

(The relevant persofi is otle who can provide ifformation ill respect ofhow the child safeguarditrg statement was developed and will be able to provide the statement
on request. In a school setting the relevant persoo shall be the designated liaisoD perso[)

5 The Board of Management recogldses that child prorection and welfare considorations pemeate all aspects of school tife arrd rust be reflect€d ill all of the

practice in child pmtection and welfarc:

The school will

. recois€ that the protection aDd welfare ofchildren is ofparamoutrt importance, regardless ofall other coNiderations;

. fully comply with its statutory obligations uDder the Childten Fimt Act 2015 and other relevatrt legislation relating to ihe protection aDd welfare of
children;

. fully cooperate with the rclevant statutory authorities in relatioD to child protection and welfare matters;

. adopt safe Factices to minimise the possibility ofham or accidents happening to children and protect worke$ ftom the rccessity to take umecessaty
risks that may leave themselves open to accusations of abuse or neglect;
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. develop a pmctice ofopemess with pareffs and eDcouage parental involveme i[ the education ofthet children; and. frly respect coDfidentiality requirements ir dealing with child Fotection matters.

The schoot will also adhere to the above principles in rolation to any adult pupil with a special wlnerability.

The following procedues/measues are in place:

' In relation to aoy member of staffwho is the subject ofaoy itrvestigation (howsoever described) in respect ofany act, omission or cirumstarce i11 respect
ofa child attendiag the school, the school aclheres to the relevod procedures set out in Chapter i of$; Child ptlractian procedures for primary and'post
Primary Schools (revi-sed 2023) ar^d to the &l,tr.vant ageed disciplinary procedues for school staffwhich are published otr the gqlig website.

. In relation to the selectiotr or rccmihnent of staff and their suitability to work $aith children, the school adheres to the statutory vetting rcquirements of the
National Vettine Bureau fchildrcn ?nd Vulnemble Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016 and to the wider duty of care guidance set out in rJlevant Garda vetting
aad rccruitm€ circulars published by the Department ofEducatiotr and a\,ailable otr the go]li! website.

. In relation to the provisioE ofinfornation and, where necessary, instructio[ and haining, to staffin respect ofthe identification ofthe occurrence ofharm
(as defined in the 2015 Act) the school-

O In relation to reporti]lg of child protectioD concems to Tusla, all school personnel are required to adhere to the procedure s set ot)tilttLe Child protection
Proced res for Primary and Post Pifiary Schools (revised 2023), incfuding in the case of registered teache.s, those in relation to ma[dated rcporting
urder the Children First Acl2015.

All registered teacheis employed by the school are mandated peNons undel the Children Filst Act 2015.

In accordance with the Chil&en Firct Act 2015 and the Addendum to CLildren Filst (2019), the Board has carded out sn assessment ofany potetrtial for
haml to a child while attending the school or participating in school activities. A written assessmeflt setting out the areas of risk identiired and the
school's procedures for managing those dsks is iDcluded v/ith the Chitd Safeguarding Statemenr.
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' T;es:;;o!s 
prccedues referred to iD this statement car be sccessed via the school's website, the gotlig website or will be made avaitable on request by

Notel The above is rot htended as an exhtustive list ltrdividual Boards ofManageme shall also include in this sectioa such other prccedurevmeasues that are ofrelevance to ihe school in question.

This statement has been published ou the school's website and has beft provided to all memters of school persoonel, the paredls' Associatiotr (if atry) aod thepahoo lt is &adily accessible to parents and guardians on request. A copy'ofthi; sta;ert will be mua" araiiatt" to i*ia ani- e oepartrnent irrequested.

*[;Tt"i#:tt 
t'og statemert will be reviewed annua]ly or as soon as pra*icable after lhere bas been a malerial change in aDy maner l,o which this

This child safeguarding Statement was adopted by the Board of Management on Idate]
This child Safeguarding statement was reviewed by the Board of Management on [most recent review date].

Signed:

Chairperson of Board of Management PrincipaliSecretary to the Board of Management

Date: ,3"-\ * r.#a.B Date: 13 - r,l - .i.u: -5
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Chi!d Safeguarding Risk Assessmcrt

Written Assessmeat of Risk ofCnoc Mbuirc Secondax:, Si:hool

IJr acoordarce ,rith sectioD II of th€ Children Fi$t Act 2015 atrd with 6e rcqukemeot of Chapter 8 of tle Clild pfttectton procedules tot prir ary a
PostPrir ary Schaols betlscd 2023). the followitrg is the wiitten Risk Assessment of Cnoc lvlhuire Secoadary Sohool.

1. List of school activities 2. The school has identified the following risk of
harm in respect ofits activities -

3. The school has the following procedures in
place to address the risks of harm identified in
this assessment -

(insert list of school activities in this section)

o Classroom teaching
r Evening study
o Outdoor teaching activities
o Sporting Activities
o Recreation breaks for students

Movement befween classes
c Use of toilets
o Use of PE changing rooms
o Outdoor teaching activities
o Sporting Activities
o Daily anival and dismissal of

students
o One-to-one teaching
o One-to-onecounselling
r Use of off -site activities
o An:rual Sports day
o School ffansport arrangements
o Administration of First Aid
r Students participating in work

exDerience in the school

(insert risks of harm identified in this section)

o Risk of harm not being recognised by
school personnel

o fusk of harm not being repoted properly
and promptly by school personnel

o fusk of child being hanned in the school by
a member of school personnel

o Risk of child being harmed in the sehool by
another child

c Risk of child being harmed in the school by
volunteer or visitor to the school

o Risk of child being harmed by a member of
school personnel, a member of staff of
another organisation or other person while
child participating in out of school activities
e.g. school trip, swimming lessons

o Risk of harm due to inappropriate use of
online remote teaching and leaming
communication platform such as an
uninvited person accessing the lesson link,

(insert the procedures in place to address risks of
harm in this section)

o A11 school personnel are provided with a
copy of the school's Child Safeguarding
Statement

c The Child Protection Procedures for Primary
and Post Primary Schools (revised 2A23) are 

I

made available to all school personnel 
Ir School Personnel are required to adhere to 
I

the Child Protection Procedures for Primary 
]

and Post Primary Schools (revised 2023) afi
all registered teaching staffare required to
adhere to the Children First Act 2015 and it's
Addendum (2019)

o The school implements in fullthe SPHE
curriculum

o The school implements in full the Wellbeing
Programme at Junior Cycle

r The school has an Anti-Bullying Policy
which fully adheres to the requirements of the
Department's Anti-Bullying Procedures for
Primary and Post Primary Schools
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r Students from school participating in
work experience elsewhere

r Outdoor teaching activities
c Sporting activities
o Evening Study
r School outings
r School trips involving overnight stay
r School trips involving foreign tlavel
o Daily arrival and dismissal of pupils
o Use of toilet/changing/shower areas

in schools
o Fundlaising events involving pupils
o Care of children with special

educational needs
o Management of challenging

behaviour amongst pupils,
o Administration of Medicines
r Administration of First Aid
r Curricular provision in respect of

SPHE, RSE, Wellbeing
o Prevention and dealing with bullying

amongst pupils
o Training ofschool personnel to

supplement curiculum
o Use of external personnel to support

sports and other extracurricular
activities

o Care of pupils with specific
vulnerabilities/ needs such as

o Pupils from ethnic minoritiesl migrants
o Members frorn the Traveller community
o Lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender
(LGBTQ+) children
o Pupils perceived to be LGBTQ+
o Pupils of minoriw relisious faiths

students being left unsupervised for long
periods of time in breakout rooms

o Risk of harm due to bullying of chitd
o Risk of harm due to racism
o Risk of hann due to inadequate supervision

of children in school
o Risk of harm due to inadequate supervision

of children while attending out of school
activities

r Risk of harm due to inappropriate
relationship/communications between child
and another child or adult

o Risk of harm due to children
inappropriately accessing/using computers,
social media, phones and other devices
while at school

o fusk of harm to children with SEN who
have particular vulnerabilities, including
medical vulnerabilities

r Risk of harm due to inadequate Code of
Behaviour

r Risk of harm in one-to-one teaching,
counselling, coaching situation

r Risk of harm caused by members of school
personnel communicating with pupils in an
inappropriate manner via social media,
texting, digital device or other manner.

o Risk of harm caused by member of school
personnel accessing/circulating
inappropriate material via social media,
texting, digital device or other
manner.

o The school has ayard/playground supervision
procedures to ensure appropriate supervision
of children during, assembly, dismissal and
breaks and in respect ofspecific areas such as

toilets, changing rooms etc.
o The school has inplace clearprocedures in

respect of school outings
r The school has a Health and Safety policy
o The school adheres to the requirements of the

Garda vetting legislation and relevant DE
circulars in relation to recruitment and Garda
vetting

e The school has a code ofconduct for school
personnel (teaching staff) and non- teaching
staff to be developed)

r The school complies with the agreed
disciplinary procedures for teaching staff

o The school has a Whole School Inclusion/
Special Educational Needs policy

o The school has in place a policy and
procedures for the administration of
medication to pupils

e The school -
o Has provided each member of school staffwith a

copy ofthe
school's Child Safeguarding Statement
o Ensures all new staff are provided with a copy of
the school's Child Safeguarding Statement
o Encourages staffto avail of relevant training
o Encourages board of management members to avail
of relevant training
o Maintains records of all staff and board member
training
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o Children in care
o Children on CPNS

o Recruitment of school personnel
including

o Teachers/ SNAs
o C ar etaker / S ecretary/ Cleaners
o Sports coaches
o External Tutors/ Guest Speakers
o Volunteers/ parents in school activities
o Visitors/ contractors present in school
during school hours
o Visitorsi contractors present during after
school activities

c Application of sanction under the
school's Code of Behaviour
including detention of pupils,

o Student teachers undertaking training
placement in the school

r Use of video/ photography/ other
media to record school activities.

o Online learning via the school's
approved platform GSuite in the
event of school closure

PrimaryProcedures for

,,ItNote: beshould thatnoted INrisk contextthe ofImportant this the1S ofrisk theassessment o'harm
as ln ActFirst anddefined Children 2015

andhealth risk. The definition lsof hamr outset 1n 4general safety of chitdthe Protection andChapter Post Primary
3,
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c The school has in place a policy and
procedures for the administration of First Aid

o The school has in place a Code of Behaviour
for pupils

o The school has an Acceptable Use Policy in
place, to include plovision for online teaching
and learning remotely, and has communicated
this policy to parents

o The school has in place a policy governing
the use of smartphones and tablet devices in
the school by pupils as per circular 3 8/201 8

r The school has in place a Critical Incident
Management Plan

o The school has in place procedures for the
use of external persons to supplement
delivery of the curriculum

o The school has in place procedures for the
use of extemal sports coaches

o The school has in place a policy and clear
procedures for one-to-one teaching activities

o The school has in place a policy and
procedures for one-to-one counselling

o The school has in place and procedures in
respect of student teacher placements

o The school has in place procedures in respect
of pupils of the school undertaking work
experience in extemal organisations



ln undertaking this risk asses$tredt, the board of manageeent has end€avoued to idediiT as fal as possible the risl6 of harm lhat arc rel€vant to this school and
to ensule that adequate proc€dues are in place to manago all dsks identified. While it is not possibl€ to forese€ and remove all risk ofharm, the school has iD
place the procedures listed in this risk assessment to matrage atrd realuce dsk to the greatest possible extent.

Examples of sctivities, risks and procedures

The examples listed io this documerlt are provided to assist schools h undertakitrg thei! risk assessment under the Childrcn Firct Act,2015.
Schools should note thal this list of examples is not intended to be exhaustive. It is the respotrsibility of each school to ensure, as far as possible,
tlat atry other risks and procedues that are relevant to its own particulax ctculrstances are identified and specified in the written risk assessment
and that adequate Eocedures are in place to address all risks identified.

It is acktrowledged that schools already have in place a range ofpolicies, practices and procedues to mitigate the risk ofharm to children while
they are palticipating in the activities ofthe school and that some school activities will carry low or minimal risks ofharm compared to othe$. ln
the context of the dsk assessment that must be undertaken by schools, the Chitdren First Act, 2015 refers to risk as "any potential for harm".
Thercfore, it is importart that, as pad ofits risk assessment procos!, each school lists and reviews all ofits various activities (which shall incJude
identifuing those that may carry low risk of harm as well as those that carry higher risks of hamr). Doing so will help the school to (l) identify,
as requted under the Children First Act, 2015, any risks of harm that may erist in respect of the school's activities, (2) identify and assess the
adequacy of the various procedures already in place to manage those risks of harm aod (3) identifu ard put itr place ary such additional
procedures as are considered necessary to manage any risk identifred.

The Addendum to Children First National Guidance for the Protection and welfarc of Children published in January 2019 cla fies that
orgarisations providilg relevalrt seryices to children should consider the specific issue of onlhe safety when carrying out their risk assessment
and preparing their Child Safegualding Statement.

The Guidance on Continuity of Schooling for primary and post-primary schools (April 2020) advises ofthe importatrce ofteacheN maintai[ing
the safe and ettrical uso of the intemet during distenca leaming and assisting parcnts and guardians to be aware of their role also. Schools should
eosur€ that their Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) informs and guides remote or distauce leaming activity.

Important Note: It should be roted tlut risk in the context ofthis risk assessment is the risk of"harm" as defrned iu the Chiklren Fi$t Act, 2015
atrd not geoerul health and safety risk. The definitiotr of halm is set out in chapter 4 of the Child Protection Procedures for Primary and
Post-Primary Schools (revised 2023).
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